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Laboratory Report 
 

Testing of Impact Absorbing Playground Surfacing 
 

To BS EN 12616:2003 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Summary 
 
A programme of testing has been carried out on the upper wearing surface of Playtop 

Impact Absorbing Playground Surfacing manufactured by Playtop Licensing Limited. 

 

The products were tested to the method given in BS EN 12616:2003 “Surfaces for 

Sports areas – Determination of water infiltration rate”. The method of test employed 

is described and the results obtained are given.  

 

 

 
This report may not be used for commercial purposes, unless it is reproduced in its entirety.  
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1 Manufacturer 

  

 Playtop Licensing Limited 

 Jessop way 

 Newark  

 Notts NG24 2ER 

 
 

2 Product Details 

  

Name Nominal 

Thickness 

(mm) 

Measured 

Thickness 

(mm) 

Weight Per 

unit area 

(Kg/m2

Density 

) 

 

(kg/m3) 

Playtop 

Black 

20 20 17.3 865 

Playtop 

Coloured 

20 20 17.8 872 

Playtop 

Nikegrind 

20 20 17.0 850 

 

The above products are manufactured either to be installed on their own or as 

the upper wearing surface of the range of thicknesses of Flexiplay offered. 

 

   
 
3 Product Description 
 
 

All samples of Playtop were ‘wet pour’ samples and supplied in 1m x 1m 
sample size. 

 
 Playtop Black – 20mm thick, was formed in a single layer of resin-bound, black 

rubber crumb. 
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 Playtop Coloured  – 20mm thick, was formed in a single layer of resin-bound, 

coloured rubber crumb. 

 

 Playtop Nikegrind  – 20mm thick, was formed in a single layer of resin-bound, 

black and coloured rubber crumb. 

 

4 Test Procedures 
 
 

 The test procedure employed was that described in section 5 Method A of BS 

EN 12616:2003 “Surfaces for Sports areas – Determination of water infiltration 

rate”. 

 

 The samples were tested at 23ºC and 50% Relative Humidity and were 

conditioned for a period of 24hrs prior to the test being undertaken. 

 

5 Test Results 

 

5.1 Playtop  Black– 20mm  

 

 Units result 

Water infiltration rate  mm/hr 1690 

BS EN 15330-1: 2007 

requirements 

mm/hr ≥180 

 

 

5.2 Playtop Coloured – 20mm  

 

 Units result 

Water infiltration rate  mm/hr 1540 

BS EN 15330-1: 2007 

requirements 

mm/hr ≥180 
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5.3 Playtop Nikegrind – 20mm  

 

 Units result 

Water infiltration rate  mm/hr 5,100 

BS EN 15330-1: 2007 

requirements 

mm/hr ≥180 
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